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Karla Courtade

3511 Allene Street B
Brusly, LA 70719 O
o
o
Re:  Docket No. 2022-220 S
Advisory Opinion ¥
Q
Dear Ms. Courtade: \'}’jo\\%

> &

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its meeting on May 6, 2022 co®1d@% ‘your request for an
advisory opinion regarding the post-employment restrictions of thea%%dae\gf overnmental Ethics
(“Code™) following your retirement from the Louisiana D\@arzﬁne@ of Transportation and

A

Development (“DOTD”). O \\V i
FACTS P

\Y
Y s
D. Xzounﬂutles include developing and managing
the Louisiana Highway Safety Improve rQ§?am~ ensuring that safety funded projects are on
schedule and within budget; coordinating .’mfe&y project activities between DOTD, Federal

Highway Administration and Metr%lpo\ﬁ nnmg Organization; and, preparing the annual
Federal Highway Admlmstratlon H§g ;@\ayz&fety Improvement Plan.

3 \;:’

You are currently employed as the Statewide
the Highway Safety Office (“HSO”) with

You intend to retire from your s@ﬁb énd would like to apply for a position as a Fatality Analysis
Reporting System (“FARS?®) \ra;ﬂy \Vlth the Center for Analytics and Research in Transportation
Safety (“CARTS”) at Laﬁs@ha@&ate University (“LSU”). You stated that the duties of an analyst
require in-depth revgﬁ’/ of fa&ﬁ crash reports and coding into the system through the National
Highway Traffic S%\?QQI AdMinistration.

You provided thag\*?our current responsibilities as Highway Safety Improvement Program Manager
do not 1ncludec9hy involvement with FARS or CARTS. They also do not involve review of fatal
crash data_@fthe management of the contract with CARTS.
_‘.b'u
\\\ LAW
La\, R S. 42:1121A(1) prohibits a former agency head, for a period of two years following the
di’ermmatlon of his public service as the head of such agency, from assisting another person, for
< compensation, in a transaction, or in an appearance in connection with a transaction, involving that
pp g
agency or render any service on a contractual basis to or for such agency.
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La. R.S. 42:1102(2)(a)(i) defines “agency” for public servants in the twenty principal departments
of the executive branch of state government, to mean the office in which such public servant carries
out his primary responsibilities

La. R.S. 42:1102(3) defines “agency head” to mean the chief executive or administrative officer
of an agency.

La. R.S. 42:1102(16) defines “person” to mean an individual or legal entity other than a

governmental entity, or agency thereof. 3
(\\',\“0
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A~

ANALYSIS o
S

Your agency for purposes of the Code was the Statewide Highway Safety Improvement \@%Jgram
of HSO within DOTD pursuant to La. R.S. 42:1102(2)(a)(i). Since you are employed as the
Statewide Highway Safety Improvement Program Manager, you would be considgﬁe%l an agency
head. & \%.‘“
S

As the agency head over the Statewide Highway Safety Improvement P %gﬁ%lm within the HSO,
you are prohibited by La. R.S. 42:1121A(1) from (1) assisting anottge? sQmn, for compensation,
in a transaction, or in an appearance in connection with a transaction_ gt h@jﬁmg the HSO; and (2)

\&}

o . . NN
rendering any services on a contractual basis to or for such aggﬁ\ch%" 0\\9
VAR %

Since the new position with CARTS is a part of LSU, @ﬁ%&@%}g’\ﬁ%t be assisting a “person” for
purposes of Section 1121A(1). Additionally, you! qul zﬁoto{% rendering services back to the
Statewide Highway Safety Improvement Prog?’ S

Qq&‘“g.é@ X

i K& Yo
The Board concluded, and instructed me g@nférn\?mu, that the Code would not prohibit you from

being employed as an analyst with C\A\RT St BSU.

S > A0
This advisory opinion is based m‘é_lap%@ﬁe facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a dif] @?%r@éf Tication of the provisions of the Code of Governmental
Ethics. The Board issues p@o gm\ich as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of
Governmental Ethics, tfc{é\%{ﬁ%@% Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Acts, and
the conflict of intereshﬁa&@isi@ﬁqs contained in the Louisiana Gaming Control Law. If you have

any questions, pleas%\-’%ontz{c% me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 219-5600.
Q>
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Sincerely, A
\,\\/
LOUISIAN@%OARD OF ETHICS
x>
N
\\:\@
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ﬁﬁavid M. Bordelon

@&“ For the Board
S
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